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A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the £illing of a
vacancy in the office of governor or lieutenant governor.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Sections 3a, 16, 17, and 18, Article IV, Texas
Constitution, are amended to read as follows:

Sec. 3a. If, at the time the Legislature shall canvass the
election returns for the offices of Governor and Lieutenant
Governor, the person receiving the highest number of votes for the
office of Governor, as declared by the Speaker, has died, fails to

qualify, or for any other reason is unable to assume the office of

Governor, then the person having the highest number of votes for
the office of Lieutenant Governor shall become [aet-as] Governor

for the full term to which the person was elected as Governor

[untit-after-the-next-generat-eteection]. By becoming the Governor,

the person forfeits the office of Lieutenant Governor, and the

resulting vacancy in the office of Lieutenant Governor shall be

filled as provided by Section 9, Article III, of this Constitution.

If [Ft--is-further-provided-that-in-the-event] the person with the
highest number of votes for the office of Governor, as declared by

the Speaker, becomes temporarily unable to take office [shall

become-disabied;-or-£faii-te-quatify], then the Lieutenant Governor

shall act as Governor until the person with the highest number of

votes for the office of Governor becomes able to assume [a-person

has—-quatified-for] the office of Governor[j-er-umtii-after—the-next
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general--etection]. Any succession to the Governorship not
otherwise provided for in this Constitution, may be provided for by
law; provided, however, that any person succeeding to the office of
Governor shall be qualified as otherwise provided in this
Constitution, and shall, during the entire term to which he may
succeed, be under all the restrictions and inhibitions imposed in
this Constitution on the Governor.

Sec. 16. (a) There shall also be a Lieutenant Governor, who
shall be chosen at every election for Governor by the same
electors, in the same manner, continue in office for the same
time, and possess the same qualifications. The electors shall
distinguish for whom they vote as Governor and for whom as
Lieutenant Governor.

{(b) The Lieutenant Governor(y] shall by virtue of his
office[7] be President of the Senate, and shall have, when in
Committee of the Whole, a right to debate and vote on all
questions; and when the Senate is equally divided to give the
casting vote.

{c) In the case of the temporary [death;——resignatieny

removat--£from--officey] 1inability or temporary disqualification

[refusat] of the Governor to serve, the [er-ef-his] impeachment of

the Governor, or the absence of the Governor from the State, the

Lieutenant Governor shall exercise the powers and authority
appertaining to the office of Governor [untii-another-be-chosen-at
the-periodicat-etectiony-and--be--duiy--quatifieds-—-or] until the

Governor becomes able or qualified to resume serving, |is

[impeached;-absent-or-disabted;-shati-be] acquitted, or returns to

76R11405 JSA-D 2
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the State [return;-or-his-disabitity-be-removed].

(d) If the Governor refuses to serve or becomes permanently

unable to serve, or if the office of Governor becomes vacant, the

Lieutenant Governor becomes Governor for the remainder of the term

being served by the Governor who refused or became unable to serve

or vacated the office. On becoming Governor, the person vacates

the office of Lieutenant Governor, and the resulting vacancy in the

office of Lieutenant Governor shall be filled in the manner

provided by Section 9, Article III, of this Constitution.

Sec. 17. (a) If, while exercising the powers and authority

appertaining to the office of Governor under Section 16(&) of this

article [during--the--vacaney--in--the--office--of--Governer], the

Lieutenant Governor becomes temporarily [sheuid-die;-resign;-refuse

to-servey-or-be-removed-from-office;~or-be] unable or disqualified

to serve, is [7-or-if-he-sheaii-be] impeached, or is absent from

the State, the President pro tempore of the Senate, for the time

being, shall exercise the powers and authority appertaining to the

office of Governor [7-in-iike-manner;--administer--the--Government]

until the [he--shaii--be--superseded-by-a] Governor or Lieutenant

Governor reassumes those powers and duties.

(b) The Lieutenant Governor shall, while acting [he-aects] as
President of the Senate, receive for his or her services the same
compensation and mileage which shall be allowed to the members of
the Senate, and no more unless the Texas Ethics Commission
recommends and the voters approve a higher salary, in which case

the salary is that amount; and during the time the Lieutenant

Governor exercises the powers and authority appertaining to the

76R11405 JSA-D 3
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office of Governor, the Lieutenant Governor [he-administers—the

Government;-as-Governory-he] shall receive in like manner the same
compensation which the Governor would have received had the
Governor [he] been employed in the duties of that [his] office, and
no more. An increase in the emoluments of the office of Lieutenant
Governor does not make a member of the Legislature ineligible to
serve in the office of Lieutenant Governor.

(c) The President pro tempore [7-fer-the-time-being7] of the

Senate[7] shall, during the time that officer exercises the powers

and authority appertaining to the office of Governor [he

administers-the--Government], receive in 1like manner the same
compensation[y] which the Governor would have received had the
Governor [he] been employed in the duties of that [his] office.

Sec. 18. The Lieutenant Governor or President pro tempore of

the Senate [succeeding-to-the-office-of--Governery] shall, during

the time the Lieutenant Governor or President pro tempore exercises

the powers and authority appertaining to the office of Governor

[entire--term-—to--which--he--may--sueceeed], be under all the
restrictions and inhibitions imposed in this Constitution on the
Governor.

SECTION 2. Section 9(a), Article III, Texas Constitution, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) The Senate shall, at the beginning and close of each
session, and at such other times as may be necessary, elect one of
its members President pro tempore, who shall perform the duties of
the Lieutenant Governor in any case of absence or temporary

disability of that officer. If the [said] office of Lieutenant

76R11405 JSA-D 4
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Governor becomes vacant, the President pro tempore of the Senate
shall convene the Committee of the Whole Senate within 30 days
after the vacancy occurs. The Committee of the Whole shall elect
one of its members to perform the duties of the Lieutenant Governor

in addition to the member's [his] duties as Senator until the next

general election. If the Senator so elected ceases to be a Senator
before the election of a new Lieutenant Governor, another Senator
shall be elected in the same manner to perform the duties of the
Lieutenant Governor until the next general election. Until the
Committee of the Whole elects one of its members for this purpose,
the President pro tempore shall perform the duties of the
Lieutenant Governor as provided by this subsection.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 2, 1999.
The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment to revise the
provisions for the filling of a vacancy in the office of governor

or lieutenant governor."

76R11405 JSA-D 5
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HOUSE
ENGROSSMENT

By Ramsay, Averitt, Homer, Telford, Merritt H.J.R. No. 44

A JOINT RESOLUTION

‘proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the filling of a

vacancy in the office of governor or lieutenant governor.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Sections 3a, 16, 17, and 18, Article IV, Texas
Constitution, are amended to read as follows:

Sec. 3a. If, at the time the Legislature shail canvass the
election returns for the offices of Governor and Lieutenant
Governor, the person receiving the highest number of votes for the
office of Governor, as declared by the Speaker, has died, fails to

qualify, or for any other reason is unable to assume the office of

Governor, then the person having the highest number of votes for
the office of Lieutenant Governor shall become [aet-as] Governor

for the full term to which the person was elected as Governor

[untii-after-the-next-generai-eiection]. By becoming the Governor,

the person forfeits the office of Lieutenant Governor, and the

resulting vacancy in the office of Lieutenant Governor shall be

filled as provided by Section 9, Article III, of this Constitution,

If [Fe--is~further-provided-that-in-the-event] the person with the

highest number of votes for the office of Governor, as declared by

the Speaker, becomes temporarily unable to take office [shai

. become-disabied;-or-£aii-to-quatify], then the Lieutenant Governor

shall act as Governor until the person with the highest number of

votes for the office of Governor becomes able to assume [a-persen

has-quatified-£for] the office of Governor[7-er-untit-after—the-next

76R11405 JSA-D 1
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generai—--etection]. Any succession to the Governorship not

otherwise provided for in this Constitution, may be provided for by

law; provided, however, that any person succeeding to the office of.

Governor shall be qualified as otherwise provided in this
Constitution, and shall, during the entire term to which he may
succeed, be under all the restrictions and inhibitions imposed in
this Constitution on the Governor.

Sec. 16. (a) There shall also be a Lieutenant Governor, who
shall be chosen at every election for Governor by the same
electors, in the same manner, continue in office for the same
time, and possess the same qualifications. The electors shall
distinguish for whom they vote as Governor and for whom as
Lieutenant Governor. |

(b) The Lieutenant Governor[7] shall by virtue of his
office[7v] be President of the Senate, and shall have, when in
Committee of the Whole, a right to debate and vote on all
qguestions; and when the Senate is equally divided to give the
casting vote.

(c) In the case of the temporary [édeathy;--resignation;
removai--£from--officey] inability or temporary disqualification
[refusat] of the Governor to serve, the [er-ef-his] impeachment of

the Governor, or the absence of the Governor from the State, the

Lieutenant Governor shall exercise the powers and authority
appertaining to the office of Governor [untii-anether-be-chosen-at
the-periecdicat-etection;-and--be--duty--quatifieds——-or] until the

Governor becomes able or qualified to resume serving, is

[impeached;-absent-or-disabled;-shati-be] acquitted, or returns to

-4
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H.J.R. No. 44
the State [returny-or-his-disability-be-removed].

(d) If the Governor refuses to serve or becomes permanently

unable to serve, or if the office of Governor becomes vacant, the

Lieutenant Governor becomes Governor for the remainder of the term

being,servéd by the Governor who refused or became unable to serve

or vacated the office. On becoming Governor, the person vacates

the office of Lieutenant Governor, and the resulting vacancy in the

office of Lieutenant Governor shall be filled in the manner

provided by Section 9, Article III, of this Constitution.

Sec. 17. (a) 1If, while exercising the powers and authority -

appertaining to the office of Governor under Section 16(c) of this

article [during--the--vacancy--in--the--office--of--Governor], the
Lieutenant Governor becomes temporarily [sheuitd-diej-resign;-refuse

to-serve;-or—-be-removed-from-offices;-or-be] unable or disqualified

to serve, is [s-er-if-he-shali-be] impeached, or is absent from

the State, the President pro tempore of the Senate, for the time

being, shall exercise the powers and authority appertaining to the

office of Governor [7-in-tike-manner;-—-administer—-the--Government]

until the [he—-shaii--be--superseded-by-a] Governor or Lieutenant

Governor reassumes those powers and duties.

(b) The Lieutenant Governor shall, while acting [he-acts] as
President of the Senate, receive for his or her services the same
compensation and mileage which shall be allowed to the members of
the Senate, and no more unless the Texas Ethics Commission
recommends and the voters approve a higher salary, in which case

the salary 4is that amount; and during the time the Lieutenant

Governor exercises the powers and authority appertaining to the
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office of Governor, the Lieutenant Governor [he-administers—the

Government7-as—-Governory;-he] shall receive in like manner the same
compensation which the Governor would have received had the
Governor [he] been employed in the duties of gggg [his] office, and
no more. An increase in the emoluments of the office of Lieutenant
Governor does not make a member of the Legislature ineligible to

serve in the office of Lieutenant Governor.

(c) The President pro tempore [7-fer-the-time-beingy] of the

Senate[7] shall, during the time that officer exercises the powers

and _authority appertaining to the office of Governor [he

administers—-the—-Government], receive in 1like manner the same
compensation[7] which the Governor would have received had the
Governor [he] been employed in the duties of that [his] office.

Sec. 18. The Lieutenant Governor or President pro tempore of

the Senate [succeeding-to-the-office-of--Governor;] shall, during

the time the Lieutenant Governor or President pro tempore exercises

the powers and authority appertaining to the office of Governor

[entire—-term--to--which--he--may--suecceed], be under all the
restrictions and inhibitions imposed in this Constitution on the
Governor.

SECTION 2. Section 9(a), Article III, Texas Constitution, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) The Senate shall, at the Beginning and close of each
session, and at such other times as may be necessary, elect one of
its members President pro tempore, who shall perform the duties of
the Lieutenant Governor in any case of absence or temporary

disability of that officer. 1If the [sa:d] office of Lieutenant
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Governor becomes vacant, the President pro tempore of the Senate
shall convene the Committee of the Whole Senate within 30 days
after the vacancy occurs. The Committee of the Whole shall elect
one of its members to perform the duties of the Lieutenant Governor

in addition to the member's [his] duties as Senator until the next

general election. If the Senator so elected ceases to be a Senator
before the election of a new Lieutenant Governor, another Senator
shall be elected in the same manner to perform the duties of the
Lieutenant Governor until the next general election. Until the
Committee of the Whole elects one of its members for this purpose,
the President pro tempore shall perform the duties of the
Lieutenant Governor as provided by this subsection.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 2, 1999.
The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: “The constitutional amendment to revise the
provisions for the filling of a vacancy in the office of governor

or lieutenant governor."



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 76th Regular Session
April 14, 1999
TO: Honorable Steven Wolens, Chair, House Committee on State Affairs
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board
IN RE: HJR44 by Ramsay (proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the filling ofa

vacancy in the office of governor or lieutenant governor), Committee Report 1st House,
Substituted

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated, other than the cost of
publication. The cost to the state for publication of the resolution is $76,352.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 307 Secretary of State
LBB Staff: JK, BB, SG




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 76th Regular Session
March 3, 1999
TO: Honorable Steven Wolens, Chair, House Committee on State Affairs
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HJR44 by Ramsay (proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the filling of a
vacancy in the office of governor or lieutenant governor), As Introduced

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated, other than the cost of
publication. The cost to the state for publication of the resolution is $76,352.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 307 Secretary of State
LBB Staff: JK, BB, SG
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By: Ramsay, et al. (Senate Sponsor - Truan) H.J.R. No. 44

(In the Senate - Received from the House April 30, 1999;
May 3, 1999, read first time and referred to Committee of the Whole
Senate; May 13, 1999, reported favorably by the following vote:
Yeas 27, Nays 3; May 13, 1999, sent to printer.)

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the f£illing of a
vacancy in the office of governor or lieutenant governor.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Sections 3a, 16, 17, and 18, Article IV, Texas
Constitution, are amended to read as follows:

Sec. 3a. If, at the time the Legislature shall canvass the
election returns for the offices of Governor and Lieutenant
Governor, the person receiving the highest number of votes for the
office of Governor, as declared by the Speaker, has died, fails to
gqualify, or for any other reason is unable to assume the office of
Governor, then the person having the highest number of votes for
the office of Lieutenant Governor shall become [aect-as] Governor
for the full term to which the person was elected as Governor
[untii-after-the-next-general-eiection]. By becoming the Governor,
the person forfeits the office of Lieutenant Governor, and the
resulting vacancy in the office of Lieutenant Governor shall be
filled as provided by Section 9, Article III, of this Constitution.
If [Zt-—-is-further-provided-that-in-the—event] the person with the
highest number of votes for the office of Governor, as declared by
the Speaker, becomes temporarily unable to take office [shai
become-disabied;-or-fait-to-quatify], then the Lieutenant Governor
shall act as Governor until the person with the highest number of
votes for the office of Governor becomes able to assume [a—-person
has-quatified-for] the office of Governor[s-or-untit-after-the-next
generat-—election]. Any succession to the Governorship not
otherwise provided for in this Constitution, may be provided for by
law; provided, however, that any person succeeding to the office of
Governor shall be qualified as otherwise provided in this
Constitution, and shall, during the entire term to which he may
succeed, be under all the restrictions and inhibitions imposed 1in
this Constitution on the Governor.

Sec. 16. (a) There shall also be a Lieutenant Governor, who
shall be chosen at every election for Governor by the same
electors, in the same manner, continue in office for the same
time, and possess the same qualifications. The electors shall
distinguish for whom they vote as Governor and for whom as
Lieutenant Governor.

(b) The Lieutenant Governor{y] shall by virtue of his

office[7] be President of the Senate, and shall have, when in
Committee of the Whole, a right to debate and wvote on all
questions; and when the Senate 1is equally divided to give the
casting vote.
(c) In the case of the temporary [death;--resignationsy
removai-—from--office;] inability or temporary disqualification
[refusat] of the Governor to serve, the [er-ef-his] impeachment of
the Governor, or the absence of the Governor from the State, the
Lieutenant Governor shall exercise the powers and authority
appertaining to the office of Governor [untii-another-be-chosen-at
the-periedicalt-etectiony—and--be--duty--quatifieds--or] until the
Governor becomes able or qualified to resume serving, is
[impeached;-absent-or-disabied;-shati-be] acquitted, or returns to
the State [return;-er-his-disabiiity-be-removed].

(d) If the Governor refuses to serve or becomes permanently
unable to serve, or if the office of Governor becomes vacant, the
Lieutenant Governor becomes Governor for the remainder of the term
being served by the Governor who refused or became unable to serve
or vacated the office. On becoming Governor, the person vacates
the office of Lieutenant Governor, and the resulting vacancy in the
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office of Lieutenant Governor shall be filled in the manner
provided by Section 9, Article III, of this Constitution.

Sec. 17. (a) 1If, while exercising the powers and authority
appertaining to the office of Governor under Section 16(c) of this
article [during--the--vacaney--in--the--office——of--Governor], the
Lieutenant Governor becomes temporarily [sheuid-diey-resigny-refuse
to-serve;-or-be-removed-from-office;-or-be] unable or disqualified
to serve, is [s-er—if-he-shat}-be] impeached, or is absent from
the State, the President pro tempore of the Senate, for the time
being, shall exercise the powers and authority appertaining to the
office of Governor [7-in-tike-manrer;--administer——-the--Government]
until the [he--shaii--be--superseded-by-a] Governor or Lieutenant
Governor reassumes those powers and duties.

(b)” The Lieutenant Governor shall, while acting [he-aects] as
President of the Senate, receive for his or her services the same
compensation and mileage which shall be allowed to the members of
the Senate, and no more unless the Texas Ethics Commission
recommends and the voters approve a higher salary, in which case
the salary is that amount; and during the time the Lieutenant
Governor exercises the powers and authority appertaining to the
office of Governor, the Lieutenant Governor [he-administers-the
Government;-as—Geoverner;-he] shall receive in like manner the same
compensation which the Governor would have received had the
Governor [he] been employed in the duties of that [his] office, and
no more. An increase in the emoluments of the office of Lieutenant
Governor does not make a member of the Legislature ineligible to
serve in the office of Lieutenant Governor.

(c¢) The President pro tempore [7-feor-the-time-being7] of the
Senate[7] shall, during the time that officer exercises the powers
and authority appertaining to the office of Governor [he
administers—the--Government], receive in 1like manner the same
compensation[7] which the Governor would have received had the
Governor [he] been employed in the duties of that [his] office.

Sec. 18. The Lieutenant Governor or President pro tempore of
the Senate [succeeding-to-the-office-of--Governor;] shall, during
the time the Lieutenant Governor or President pro tempore exercises
the powers and authority appertaining to the office of Governor
[entire--term——to--which--he—-may--succeed], be under all the
restrictions and inhibitions imposed in this Constitution on the
Governor.

SECTION 2. Section 9(a), Article III, Texas Constitution, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) The Senate shall, at the beginning and close of each
session, and at such other times as may be necessary, elect one of
its members President pro tempore, who shall perform the duties of
the Lieutenant Governor in any case of absence or temporary
disability of that officer. 1If the [said] office of Lieutenant
Governor becomes vacant, the President pro tempore of the Senate
shall convene the Committee of the Whole Senate within 30 days
after the vacancy occurs. The Committee of the Whole shall elect
one of its members to perform the duties of the Lieutenant Governor
in addition to the member's [his] duties as Senator until the next
general election. If the Senator so elected ceases to be a Senator
before the election of a new Lieutenant Governor, another Senator
shall be elected in the same manner to perform the duties of the
Lieutenant Governor until the next general election. Until the
Committee of the Whole elects one of its members for this purpose,
the President pro tempore shall perform the duties of the
Lieutenant Governor as provided by this subsection.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 2, 1999.
The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment to revise the
provisions for the filling of a vacancy in the office of governor
or lieutenant governor."

* *x % % %




FAVORABLE
SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT ON

SB SCR SJR SR HB HCR HJR 44
By___Truan

(Author/Senate Sponsor)
May 13, 1999
(date)
Sir:
We, your Committeexn_of the Whole Senate , to which was referred the attached measure,
have on, May 13, 1999 » had the same under consideration and I am instructed to report it
(date of hearing)

back with the recommendation (s) that it:
(v)/ do pass and be printed

() do pass and be ordered not printed

() and is recommended for placement on the Local and Uncontested Bills Calendar.

A fiscal note was requested. (V{ yes () no
A revised fiscal note was requested. () yes ('\f no
An actuarial analysis was requested. () yes Qﬁo
Considered by subcommittee. () yes (Vﬁo e

The measure was reported from Committee by the following vote:

YEA NAY ABSENT PNV

TOTAL VOTES 2.7 A ‘ {

S260 Considered in public hearing

S27¢ Testimony taken
jtd?: M

COMMITTEE CLERK

Paper clip the original and one copy of this signed form to the original bill
Retain one copy of this form for Committee files




SENATE

SEVENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION

Haskell County

ROLL CALL NO. _2___

Yo 4

RICK PERRY, Lieutenant Governor Qi ;EST'ON:

Fa e raliley

BETTY KING, Secretary

Austin

CARLETON TURNER, Sgt. at Arms

Austin
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Present
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LUNA
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MONCRIEF

NELSON

NIXON
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RATLIFF

SHAPIRO
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SIBLEY

TRUAN

WENTWORTH

WEST
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ZAFFIRINI
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Committee of the Whole Senate Committee
May 13, 1999-12:00A

HJR 44
On: Archer, Jeff (Texas Legislative Council), Austin




BILL ANALYSIS

Senate Research Center H.JR. 44
76R 11405 JSA-D By: Ramsay (Truan)
Committee of the Whole
5/7/1999
Engrossed

DIGEST

Under the Texas Constitution, if the Governor is unable to discharge the duties of the office, or
resigns, the Lieutenant Governor acts as Governor without resigning from the office of Lieutenant
Governor. The Senate is required to appoint one of its members to serve in the office of the
Lieutenant Governor without resigning the member’s Senate seat, if there is a vacancy in the office
of Lieutenant Governor. In addition, the Senate is required to appoint another member to fill the
remainder of the Lieutenant Governor’s term, if the term of the senator who is acting as Lieutenant
Governor expires before the Lieutenant Governor’s term expires. H.J.R. 44 would provide the rules
for filling a permanent or temporary vacancy in the offices of Governor or Lieutenant Governor, and
requires the Lieutenant Governor filling the vacancy in the office of Governor to forfeit the office
of Lieutenant Governor upon becoming Governor. H.J.R. 44 would require the submission to the
voters of a constitutional amendment providing for clear succession to the offices of Governor and
Lieutenant Governor.

PURPOSE

As proposed, H.J.R. 44 requires the submission to the voters of a constitutional amendment to
provide for, in case of a vacancy of office, clear succession from the offices of Lieutenant Governor
and senator to the offices of Governor and Lieutenant Governor.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Sections 3a, 16, 17, and 18, Article IV, Texas Constitution, as follows:

Sec. 3a. Requires the person receiving the highest number of votes for the office of
Lieutenant Governor to become, rather than act as, Governor for the full term to which the
person was elected as Governor, rather than until after the next general election, if, at the
time the Legislature shall canvass the election returns for the offices of Governor and
Lieutenant Governor, the person receiving the highest number of votes for the office of
Governor fails to qualify, or for any other reason is unable to assume the office of Governor.
Requires the person to forfeit the office of Lieutenant Govemor, by becoming the Governor,
and the resulting vacancy in the office of Lieutenant Governor to be filled as provided by
Section 9, Article III, of this Constitution. Requires the Lieutenant Governor to act as
Governor until the person with the highest number of votes for the office of Governor
becomes able to assume the office of Governor, if the person with the highest number of
votes for the office of Governor becomes temporarily unable to take office, rather than
become disabled, or fail to qualify. Makes conforming changes.

Sec. 16. Requires the Lieutenant Governor to exercise the powers and authority appertaining
to the office of Governor until the Governor becomes able or qualified to resume serving, is
acquitted, or returns to the state, in the case of the temporary inability or temporary
disqualification, rather than death, resignation, removal of office, of the Governor to serve,
the impeachment of the Governor, or the absence of the Governor from the state. Provides
that the Lieutenant Governor becomes Governor for the remainder of the term being served
by the Governor who refused or became unable to serve or vacated the office, if the Governor
refuses to serve or becomes permanently unable to serve, or if the office of Governor
becomes vacant. Provides that, on becoming Governor, the person vacates the office of
Lieutenant Governor, and the resulting vacancy in the office of Lieutenant Governor shall
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be filled in the manner provided by Section 9, Article ITI, of this Constitution. Deletes text
regarding until another Governor is chosen at the periodical election and duly qualified.
Makes conforming changes.

Sec. 17. Provides that if, while exercising the powers and authority appertaining to the office
of Governor under Section 16(c) of this article, rather than during the vacancy in the office
of Governor, the Lieutenant Governor becomes temporarily unable or disqualified to serve,
1s impeached, or is absent from the state, the President pro tempore of the Senate, for the
time being, shall exercise the powers and authority appertaining to the office of Governor
until the Governor or Lieutenant Governor reassumes those powers and duties. Requires the
Lieutenant Governor, while acting as President of the Senate, to receive for his or her
services the same compensation and mileage which shall be allowed to the members of the
Senate; and during the time the Lieutenant Governor exercises the powers and authority
appertaining to the office of Governor, the Lieutenant Governor shall receive the same
compensation which the Governor would have received had the Governor been employed
in the duties of that office. Requires the President pro tempore of the Senate, during the time
that officer exercises the powers and authority appertaining to the office of Governor, to
receive the same compensation which the Governor would have received had the Governor
been employed in the duties of that office. Makes conforming and nonsubstantive changes.

Sec. 18. Requires the Lieutenant Governor or President pro tempore of the Senate, rather
than succeeding to the office of Governor, during the time the Lieutenant Governor or
President pro tempore exercises the powers and authority appertaining to the office of
Governor, to be under the restrictions imposed in the Constitution. Deletes text regarding
the entire term to which he may succeed.

SECTION 2. Amends Section 9(a), Article III, Texas Constitution, to require the Senate to elect one
of its members President pro tempore, who shall perform the duties of the Lieutenant Governor in
any case of absence or temporary disability of that officer. Requires the Committee of the Whole
to elect one of its members to perform the duties of the Lieutenant Governor in addition to the
member’s duties as Senator until the next general election. Makes a conforming change.

SECTION 3. Requires the proposed constitutional amendment to be submitted to the voters at an
election to be held November 2, 1999. Sets forth the required language for the ballot.
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 76th Regular Session
May 8, 1999
TO: Honorable Gonzalo Barrientos, Chair, Senate Committee of the Whole Senate
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

INRE: HJR44 by Ramsay (Proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the filling of a
vacancy in the office of governor or lieutenant governor.), As Engrossed

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated, other than the cost of
publication. The cost to the state for publication of the resolution is $76,352.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 307 Secretary of State
LBB Staff: JK, SD, BB, SG



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 76th Regular Session
April 14, 1999
TO: Honorable Steven Wolens, Chair, House Committee on State Affairs
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board
IN RE: HJR44 by Ramsay (proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the filling of a

vacancy in the office of governor or lieutenant governor), Committee Report 1st House,
Substituted

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated, other than the cost of
publication. The cost to the state for publication of the resolution is $76,352.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 307 Secretary of State
LBB Staff: JK, BB, SG




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 76th Regular Session
March 3, 1999
TO: Honorable Steven Wolens, Chair, House Committee on State Affairs
FROM: John Keel, Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: HJR44 by Ramsay (proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the filling of a
vacancy in the office of governor or lieutenant governor), As Introduced

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated, other than the cost of
publication. The cost to the state for publication of the resolution is $76,352.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 307 Secretary of State
LBB Staff: JK, BB, SG
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ENROLLED

H.J.R. No. 44

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the filling of a
vacancy in the office of governor or lieutenant governor.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. Sections 3a, 16, 17, and 18, Article IV, Texas
Constitution, are amended to read as follows:

Sec. 3a. If, at the time the Legislature shall canvass the
election returns for the offices of Governor and Lieutenant
Governor, the person receiving the highest number of votes for the
office of Governor, as declared by the Speaker, has died, fails to

qualify, or for any other reason is unable to assume the office of

Governor, then the person having the highest number of votes for
the office of Lieutenant Governor shall become [aet-as] Governor

for the full term to which the person was elected as Governor

[untii-after-the-next-generai-etection]. By becoming the Governor,

the person forfeits the office of Lieutenant Governor, and the

resulting vacancy in the office of Lieutenant Governor shall be

filled as provided by Section 9, Article III, of this Constitution.

1If [ft--is-further-provided-that-in-the-event] the person with the
highest number of votes for the office of Governor, as declared by

the Speaker, becomes temporarily unable to take office [shati

become-disabied;-or-faii-to~quatify], then the Lieutenant Governor

shall act as Governor until the person with the highest number of -

votes for the office of Governor becomes able to assume [a-person

has-quaiified-£for] the office of Governor{7-or-untii-after—-the-next
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H.J.R. No. 44
generai--etection]. Any succession to the Governorship not
otherwise provided for in this Constitution, may be provided for by
law; provided, however, that any person succeeding to the office of
Governor shall be qualified as otherwise provided in this
Constitution, and shall, during the entire term to which he may
succeed, be under all the restrictions and inhibitions imposed in
this Constitution on the Governor.

Sec. 16. (a) There shall also be a Lieutenant Governor, who
shall be chosen at every election for Governor by the same
electors, in the same manner, continue in office for the same
time, and possess the same qualifications. The electors shall
distinguish for whom they vote as Governor and for whom as
Lieutenant Governor.

(b) The Lieutenant Governor[7] shall by virtue of his
office[7] be President of the Senate, and shall have, when in
Committee of the Whole, a right to debate and vote on all
questions; and when the Senate is equally divided to give the
casting vote.

{c) In the case of the temporary [deathy--resignationy

removai--£rom--officey] inability or temporary disqualification

[refusa:] of the Governor to serve, the [er-of-his] impeachment of -

the Governor, or the absence of the Governor from the State, the

Lieutenant Governor shall exercise the powers and authority
appertaining to the office of Governor [untii-anether-be-chosen-at
the-periodicat-etection;-and--be--duty--quatifieds——or] until the

Governor becomes able or qualified to resume serving, is

[impeached;-absent-or-disabied;-shati-be] acquitted, or returns to
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H.J.R. No. 44
the State [returny-or-his-disabitity-be-removed].

(d) If the Governor refuses to serve or becomes permanently

unable to serve, or if the office of Governor becomes vacant, the

Lieutenant Governor becomes Governor for the remainder of the term

being served by the Governor who refused or became unable to serve

or vacated the office. On becoming Governor, the person vacates -

the office of Lieutenant Governor, and the resulting vacancy in the

office of Lieutenant Governor shall be filled in the manner

provided by Section 9, Article III, of this Constitution.

Sec. 17. (a) 1If, while exercising the powers and authority

appertaining to the office of Governor under Section 16(c) of this

article [during—-thé-—vacancy—-in--the--office-—of—-Governor], the

Lieutenant Governor becomes temporarily [shouid-die;-resign;—refuse

to-serverj-or-be-removed-£from-office;—or-be] unable or disqualified

to serve, is [y-or-if-he-shaii-be] impeached, or is absent from

the State, the President pro tempore of the Senate, for the time

being, shall exercise the powers and authority appertaining to the

office of Governor [7—in-}ike—manner7--administer——the--sovernment]

until the [he--shati--be--superseded-by-a] Governor or Lieutenant

Governor reassumes those powers and duties.

(b) The Lieutenant Governor shall, while acting [he-aects] as
President of the Senate, receive for his or her services the same
compensation and mileage which shall be allowed to the members of
the Senate, and no more unless the Texas Ethics Commission
recommends and the voters approve a higher salary, in which case

the salary is that amount; and during the time the Lieutenant

Governor exercises the powers and authority appertaining to the
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office of Governor, the Lieutenant Governor [he-administers—the

Government;-as-Governery;-he] shall receive in like manner the same

compensation which the Governor would have received had the

Governor [he] been employed in the duties of that [his] office, and

no more. An increase in the emoluments of the office of Lieutenant
Governor does not make a member of the Legislature ineligible to
serve in the office of Lieutenant Governor.

(c) The President pro tempore [7-for-the-time-being;] of the

Senate[7] shall, during the time that officer exercises the powers

and authority appertaining to the office of Governor [he

administers-the--Government], receive in 1like manner the same

compensation{y] which the Governor would have received had the

Governor [he] been employed in the duties of that [kis] office.

Sec. 18. The Lieutenant Governor or President pro tempore of

the Senate [succeeding-to-the-office-of~--Governors ] shall, during

the time the Lieutenant Governor or President pPro tempore exercises

the powers and authority appertaining to the office of Governor

[entire-—term-—to-—which-—he—-may-—succeed], be under all the

restrictions and inhibitions imposed in this Constitution on the

Governor.
SECTION 2. Section 9(a), Article III, Texas Constitution, is
amended to read as follows:

(a) The Senate shall, at the beginning and close of each

session, and at such other times as may be necessary, elect one of

its members President pro tempore, who shall perform the duties of
the Lieutenant Governor in any case of absence or temporary

disability of that officer. If the [said] office of Lieutenant
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Governor becomes vacant, the President pro tempore of the Senate
shall convene the Committee of the Whole Senate within 30 days
after the vacancy occurs. The Committee of the Whole shall elect
one of its members to perform the duties of the Lieutenant Governor

in addition to the member's [his] duties as Senator until the next

general election. If the Senator so elected ceases to be a Senator
before the election of a new Lieutenant Governor, another Senator
shall be elected in the same manner to perform the duties of the
Lieutenant Governor until the next general election. Until the
Committee of the Whole elects one of its members for this purpose,
the President pro tempore shall perform the duties of the
Lieutenant Governor as provided by this subsection.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held November 2, 1999.
The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the -
proposition: "The constitutional amendment to revise the
provisions for the filling of a vacancy in the office of governor

or lieutenant governor."
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President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.J.R. No. 44 was passed by the House on April
29, 1999, by the following vote: Yeas 143, Nays 0, 1 present, not

voting.

Chief Clerk of the House

I certify that H.J.R. No. 44 was passed by the Senate on May

19, 1999, by the following vote: Yeas 28, Nays 1.

Secretary of the Senate

RECEIVED:

Date

Secretary of State




President of the Senate - Speaker of the House

I certify that H.J.R. No. éf/,,ﬁas passed by the House on
(1)

(:24144J(¢;Z§? - , 1999, by the following vote:

Yeas .ij, Nays O/, /rﬂ/\l/é(l-;/)t«f/ M%

(3)

Chief Clerk of the House

-
o

I certify that H.J.R. No. ?/Z was passed by the Senate on
6b9>//;? | r 1999, by the following vote:

T 7(5)
(.

Yeas s Nays

(6) (7

Secretary of the Senate

RECEIVED:

Date

Secretary of State
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